
Obelisk and Camberley Park Improvements

Summary
It is proposed to spend £50k from the Camberley Park Section 106 agreement. 
This is for structural repairs to the grade 2 listed Obelisk. Work completed 
includes: relaying all self-binding gravelled paths, replacement of closed board 
and post and rail fencing, refurbing parks furniture including bins seats and 
benches, replacing rotten wooden steps and updating information boards. 
Clearance of under storey, removal of deadwood and felling selected trees as 
agreed with the Council’s Arboriculture Officer to open a Vista view from the top. 
Shoring up the west facing steep slope with coir matting and replanting with 
stabilising shrubs and ground cover to minimise erosion. Replacement of keystone 
bricks on archway and removal of graffiti on brick fascias. In Camberley Park 
considerable understorey clearance will discourage anti-social behaviour in that 
area. 

There is currently £158k available in the section 106 agreement. This proposed 
draw down would still ensure sufficient funds for ongoing maintenance for the 
Obelisk and Camberley Park.

The funding allows for the work that has been carried out and also for the ongoing 
maintenance of the area.

Portfolio: Places & Strategy
Date Portfolio Holder signed off report: 5 October 2019

Wards Affected: Town

Recommendation 

The Executive is advised to RECOMMEND to Council that

(i) £50k be made available to draw down from the Camberley Park section 
106 to carry out these improvement works; and

(ii) the implementation of the works be delegated to the Executive Head of 
Business in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Places and 
Strategy.

1. Key Issues

1.1 There are a number of issues affecting this site, including:

1.1.1 Recurrent anti-social behaviour issues for local residents.

1.1.2 The west facing slope, which is subsiding and needed re 
stabilisation.



1.1.3 The Obelisk brickwork, which is crumbling and needs specialist 
attention due to its listed status.

1.1.4 Ageing infrastructure posing health and safety risks to members 
of the public on paths and steps.

1.1.5 Tree safety works, which are required to ensure safety to the 
users of the facility.

2. Resource Implications

2.1 The Council holds £158k of Section 106 money for the upkeep and 
maintenance of this area. 

2.2 The proposal would leave a residual budget of £108k for maintenance 
of Camberley Park 

3. Options

3.1 The Executive has the option to either agree, reject or change the 
recommendations

4. Proposals

4.1 It is proposed that the Executive RECOMMENDS to Council that £50k 
of the Section 106 funds be approved for the improvement works at 
The Obelisk and Camberley Park.

4.2 The implementation of the recommendations be delegated to the 
Executive Head of Business in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for 
Places and Strategy.

5. Supporting Information

5.1 The proposed project adds considerably to the current facilities and 
community and will enhance the Town Centre Park. The cost of this 
project does not impact on the local council tax payers. There is 
significant historical value of The Obelisk. The brick tower has 
fascinated local people for many years. Only about 9.4 metres (30 feet) 
now remain, but it is estimated that it originally stood about 30.5 
metres (100 feet) high. A wooden staircase inside allowed access to 
the top, and the building was probably divided into several storeys. The 
brickwork is about 1.5 metres (almost 5 feet) thick in parts.

5.2 The structure occupies rising ground close to the A30, once the main 
turnpike road from London to Exeter.  It was built in around 1765-70 by 
John Norris of Hawley Place, about 2 miles away to the west.  The 
surrounding area was then open heathland, and on a clear day it was 
possible to see for many miles.  Camberley itself did not then exist, 
and the Obelisk was a notable landmark, as early maps show.



5.3 In 1812, the Royal Military College (now RMA Sandhurst) opened and 
a small settlement grew up at its gates.  This later became known as 
Yorktown after the Duke of York, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army. Many suggestions about the Obelisk's purpose have been made 
over the years.  One theory is that it was some sort of signalling tower.  
Signalling towers were used in the late 18th and early 19th centuries 
as a way of passing urgent official news. 

5.4 The structural repairs and work for the grade 2 listed building are as 
follows; Work completed includes; relaying all self-binding gravelled 
paths, replacement of closed board and post and rail fencing, refurbing 
parks furniture including bins seats and benches, replacing rotten 
wooden steps and updating information boards. Clearance of under 
storey, removal of deadwood and felling selected trees as agreed with 
our arboriculture Officer to open a Vista view from the top. Shoring up 
the west facing steep slope with coir matting and replanting with 
stabilising shrubs and ground cover to minimise erosion. Replacement 
of keystone bricks on archway and removal of graffiti on brick fascias. 
In Camberley Park considerable understorey clearance will discourage 
anti-social behaviour in that area.

6. Corporate Objectives And Key Priorities

6.1 Place – these improvement works enhance the overall look and feel of 
the town centre park. It will ensure we are protecting and maintaining a 
town centre park and open space with a high historical and cultural 
value.

6.2 People – by opening up the vista and working with key partners we aim 
to reduce anti-social behaviour and in turn improve local safety.

6.3 Prosperity – Improving community cohesion with a natural link to the 
health and well-being of the community to be able to enjoy a safe and 
historically significant open space. 

7. Policy Framework

7.1 N/A

8. Legal Issues

8.1 Due to listed status of The Obelisk we have an obligation to protect 
and preserve it.

9. Governance

9.1 N/A

10. Risk Management



10.1 As with all open space there is always a risk of vandalism and anti-
social behaviour. However the facility is monitored daily through the 
grounds maintenance contractor and regularly inspected by the 
Greenspace Team. This high level of presence will minimise risk.

11. Equalities Impact 

11.1 These improvement works add to the value of the area and improve its 
safety. An equalities impact assessment has been undertaken.

12. Human Rights

12.1 None identified.

13. Consultation

13.1 Local residents have been consulted with via information letters and 
meetings as part of the process. Other stakeholders include; English 
Heritage, Surrey Police and Surrey Heath Tree Wardens.

14. PR and Marketing

14.1 Excellent opportunities are available to promote the historical 
importance of The Obelisk and the town centre.

15. Officer Comments 

15.1 These improvement works present an excellent opportunity to unlock 
some of the capital held by the council to provide improved facilities 
and enhance the town centre and surrounding area.

Annexes None

Background Papers None
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